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LA VOZ PASIVA (PASSIVE VOICE) 
USO 
Se emplea la voz pasiva cuando se está más interesado en enfatizar la acción en sí que quién la llevó 
a cabo. 
Su uso en inglés es mucho más frecuente que en español. 
 
FORMACIÓN 
La voz pasiva en inglés se forma con el tiempo correspondiente del verbo to be como auxiliar más 
el verbo que está siendo conjugado en participio pasado 
 
TIEMPO (TENSE) ACTIVA (ACTIVE) PASIVA (PASSIVE) 
Present simple buy / buys am /is /are bought 
Past simple bought was /were bought 
Future simple wll buy will be bought 
Condicional simple would buy would be bought 
Be going to am /is /are going to buy am / is / are going to be 

bought 
Present continuous am / is / are buying am / is / are being bought 
Past continuous was / were buying was / were being bought 
Future continuous wll be buying no tiene pasiva 
Present perfect have / has bought have / has been bought 
Past perfect had bought had been bought 
Future perfect hill have bought will have been bought 
Condicional perfect would have bought would have been bought 
Modal verbs must buy must be bought 
 
En la transformación de una oración de voz activa a voz pasiva, el objeto se convierte en sujeto de 
la oración pasiva (sujeto paciente), mientras que el sujeto se convierte en complemento agente, que 
en inglés es siempre introducido por la preposición by. 
Active voice I write a letter. 
Passive voice A setter is written (by me) 
 
Puede ser omitido el complemento agente cuando: 

- Se ignora o se da por entendido. 
A man was arrested yesterday. 

 
- Se trata de un documento formal, oficial o científico. 

The solution is heated to 50º. 
 

En ingles, el objeto indirecto de una oración puede convertirse en el sujeto paciente de una oración 
pasiva. 
Active voice My mother gave my brother a present. 
Passive voice (1) A present was given to my brother (by…) 
Passive voice (2) My brothar was given a present. (by…) 
 
(Este tipo de construcción pasiva no existe en español) 


